HALIBURTON FARM

Organic Farming for our Community

Newsletter #1

Gresti NQS, friends and neighbours,
from the recently-established Haliburton
Community Organic Farm Society. We are
a not-for-profit organization dedicated to
developing a small-scale, economically
sustainable, organic farm and farm-based
community education centre on the
Haliburton lands in Cordova Bay, Saanich.
Our Board of Directors and membership
include local farmers, neighbours of
Haliburton Farm, and community members
interested in sustainable, organic agriculture.

The Haliburton Community Organic
Farm Society (HCOFS) was formed by the
Land for Food Coalition after a successful
campaign to prevent removal of the farm
from the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR),
and subdivision of the property for
devel opment.

With encouragement from the Land for
Food Coalition, the Capital Regional District
and the Municipality of Saanich have
reached an alternate agreement, whereby
title to the farm will be transferred from the
CRD to Saanich in exchange for
remuneration and aland swap elsewhere.
Oncethistransfer is complete, aleasing
arrangement will be established between the
Municipality of Saanich and the new farm
stewards, the Directors and members of
Haliburton Community Organic Farm
Society.

In anticipation of this transfer, HCOFS
is currently preparing our financial plan for
the farm and community education centre.
We welcome new members and individuals
interested in contributing to our work
(membership form on p.3).
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About the Farm

Located on the south side of Haliburton
Rd. in Cordova Bay, Saanich, Haliburton
Community Organic Farmisa4.09 ha (10
acre), publicly-owned farm within the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). Specid
features of the farm include prime
agricultural soil, an orchard, aremnant
section of older Douglas fir forest, and
situation within an aquifer recharge area.
The siteis aso identified in both the Saanich
Environmentally Significant Areas and CRD
future Blue/Green Spaces inventories.

Fifty years ago, Haliburton Farm, then
called Four Winds Farm, supplied fruits and
vegetables to the neighbourhood and
supported afamily. Despite decades of
neglect, the orchard still produces, and sheep
grazing has kept invasive blackberries at
bay. With careful stewardship, Haliburton
farm has the potential to produce an
abundance of nutritious, sustainably grown
food for the region.



A Sketch of the Haliburton
Community Organic Farm

HCOFS' plan for the Haliburton Farm has
three magjor components:

1. Establishing a wor king, economically
viable, small-scale organic farm.

Severa farmers selected by HCOFS will
each |lease 0.5-2 acre plots on the farm.
Farmerswill cultivate a diversity of
vegetable and fruit crops to be sold at a
farm-gate stand, through a Community
Supported Agriculture* program, at local
community markets, and to local restaurants.
The Haliburton farmers will join agrowing
number of small-scale, organic producers on
southern Vancouver I1sland, many of whom
have become familiar faces at the Moss St.
Market and other local farmers markets.

2. Operating a farm-based community
education centre.

An on-site community education centre will
offer farm tours and educational activities
for school groups, and community
workshops on all aspects of sustainable,
organic farming. The centre will partner
with college and university departments, and
secondary school classes, to provide
opportunities for on-site student research
projects. The centre will also provide a
venue for farm-related community
celebrations.

3. Preserving and restoring the forest and
wetland areas on the farm.

The section of older Douglas fir forest and
the pond on the farm will be maintained and
restored as habitat for species associated
with this threatened ecosystem, and as a
green space for the community to enjoy.

* Community Supported Agriculture: a program
in which participants pay afixed amount of
money annually in exchange for aweekly share
of the farm harvest

Our Principles

The Haliburton Community Organic Farm
Society is guided by the following four
principles:

STEWARDSHI P; Sewardship is the act

of care-taking; looking after the home or affairs
of another. It suggests managing the land as if
it does not belong to us, but rather to all species
and to future generations.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:

Haliburton is a community farm. Although
portions of land will be designated to specific
farmers, the public will be welcometo visit and
engage in the activities of the farm.

EDUCATION: Haliburton Community

Organic Farmwill reach out to the broader
community to increase public knowledge about
small-scale, organic farming. The farm will
impart the importance of the principles of
ecological stewardship in farming, but also the
responsibility of the consumer to support
sustainable, local farming.

ECONOMIC VIABILITY: The

Haliburton Community Organic Farmwill
provide a model for improving the long-term
economic viability of farming through

cooper ative and community-based, organic
farming. The farmwill allow farmers entering
the profession the opportunity to make a living
in agriculture while learning and building skills.
This model will demonstrate the importance of
financial and community supports for farmers.




Top Five Reasonsto support the Haliburton Community Organic Farm

1. HCOFS will demonstrate that small-scale, organic farming can support an economically
viable and ecologically sustainable livelihood (organic, mixed fruit and vegetable production
can create one sustainable job per acre, whereas conventional farming supports only one job per
80 acres).

2. HCOFS will help meet the increasing regional demand for organic produce (organic retail
sales on Vancouver Island totaled $30 million in 2001, and sales of organic food are expected to
increase by 500% in Canada by 2005).

3. HCOFS will engage the community in stewardship of avaluable piece of our rapidly
disappearing agricultural lands (since 1974, we have lost 13% of our Agricultural Land Reserve
on southern Vancouver Island).

4. HCOFS will preserve forested land at Haliburton, and organic farming practices will protect
groundwater in this aquifer recharge area from contamination.

5. By supporting the Haliburton Community Organic Farm Society, the CRD and Saanich will
demonstrate leadership in preserving ecologically valuable land.

Become a Friend of Haliburton Farm

We are working hard to get Haliburton Community Organic Farm growing again, and need your support
to make the farm a success. At thistime, our efforts are focussed on securing accessto the farmin time
for an early spring planting in 2003, as well as developing our formal work plan for the farm and
community education centre.

Please join the Haliburton Community Organic Farm Society. Memberswill receive a quarterly
newsletter, as well as discounts at our celebratory and educational farm events.

Name:

Address:

City: Postal Code:

Phone Number: ( ) (home); ( ) (work)
Email: Type of Member ship:

Method of Payment: (Cheques payable to Haliburton Community Organic Farm Society)

Annual membership: Individual -- $30; Family -- $50; Corporate -- $175

Send member ship form with payment to:
Haliburton Community Organic Farm Society
768 Westbury Rd.
Victoria, BC, V8Y 1G7

email: haiburtonfarm@canada.com



