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��Within the CRD area, only 7.3% of 
the land is protected for agriculture 

��The soil on Haliburton Farm is Class 
3 with the possibility of being raised to 
Class 2.  Only Class 1 is higher than 
these classifications 

��Vancouver Island is losing agricultural 
land faster than any other area in 
B.C.  

�� ������	
���
�
�

�
�� ���������
 
 
��,#-.(" ��#'���$.-,#!,%� =����*�(/�=#"�#��"����)(#!.,".(�,��������'�(6��>���?���$�.�"#,����
%��('��) 8���,#-.(" �8� (�� .(�7#��'���(/��'�#"�=�'�"����!�,,��8�'.$$,#���*(.#"�����6�)�"�-,�'�" �
"�����#)�- .(�  ������@ -'�* (���*�/#,%�������53�8�"����(��"�(�&#!" (#��7�"�(�� �(��$.(!��'���
"���,����" �.'���'� ��(�'�(6 #(�* (� *.".(���:$��'# ��� � (�6�(# .'� (��' �'8� -%� ����8�"��� ����
���/���"���,�����"��"�#'�� "�$�("� *�"���(�'�(6 #(�>�$$( :#/�"�,%�3����!(�'?�A'.($,.'B��
�
���(����'�-����� ��!"#6��*�(/#�)� ��"���,����#�� 6�(����%��('8�%�"�"���*(.#"�"(��'�! �"#�.��" �
$( �.!��- .�"#*.,��/ .�"'� *�!��((#�'8�$��('�����$,./'����,' 8�"���*�(/���'�-����.'���" �)(�C��
'���$��.(#�)�"���'$(#�)�1�'.//�(8�=�#!����'�-������,$*.,�#��D��$#�)�#�6�'#6��'$�!#�'�'.!���'�
-(  /������#/�,�%���-,�!D-�((%�*( /�"�D#�)� 6�(�"���$( $�("%��
�
����*�(/�#'�+��5����>�$$( :#/�"�,%�5����!(�'?8�����#'�, !�"���
 ��"���' ."��'#��� *���,#-.(" ��� ���>3�5���,#-.(" ��� ��?�
#��� (� 6����%8�=�#!��#'�����#)�- .(�  ��#������#!�8�������"�
#'� !.((��",%� C ���� �9�� >�"#,#"%� E ��?� ���� ! �"�#�'� ���
.���()( .���=�"�(�(�'�(6 #(������� '#�),�9*�/#,%��=�,,#�)� ��
"���=�'"�$�("� *�"���'#"�8���* (�'"����(��� ��"���' ."��(��$�("8�
������*(.#"� (!��(�� ��"���� ("��$�("���"���'���'.��%�' ."��(��
�:$ '.(������"���' #,�#'���'#)��"���!,�''��8� ����'!�,�� *���>"���
-�'"?�" �3�>"���= ('"?���
�
���� * (�'"��� �(��� �"� "��� ' ."��(�� $ ("# ��  *� "��� ,���� #'� ! �'"�,� � .),�'� *#(� * (�'"� ���� #'�
#���"#*#��� �'� F ,��(� '�! ��� )( ="�� * (�'"F� #�� "��� $( 6#�!#�,G*���(�,� ���'#"#6�� �! '%'"�/�
��6��" (%���'���(�/���"�'�!"# �� *�* (�'"8�"�#'��(���#'�� /��" �-#(�'����� "��(���#/�,'�"��"� �!��
����/.!��,�()�(���-#"�"'�������554�����#!����6#( �/��"�,,%��#)�#*#!��"��(��'��",�'�>���?�'�%'�
"��"��,,�* (�'"����(��'��(��H�''./���" �-����6#( �/��"�,,%�'#)�#*#!��"�.�"#,�*.("��(��''�''/��"H��
�
����*�(/�#'�#���"#*#���#��"�������#!�������'�-�#�)�=#"�#������I.#*�(�(�!��()���(�������(�* (�8�#"�
#'� #/$ ("��"� " � /�#�"�#�� "��'�� ,���'� =#"� ."� #/$�(6# .'� ! 6�(� " � ��'.(�� /�:#/./� �I.#*�(�
(�!��()�����#'�#'��'$�!#�,,%�#/$ ("��"�'#�!����,�()��$�(!��"�)�� *�"���'.(( .��#�)��(���#'��,(���%�
! 6�(���=#"��$�6�/��"�����-.#,�#�)'����
�
�'�����I.#*�(�(�!��()���(��8�#"�#'��,' �#/$ ("��"�" ���6�� ()��#!��)(#!.,".(��$(�!"#!��� ��"���'#"��
" ���'.(��"��"�$�'"#!#��'�����!��/#!�,�*�("#,#C�('��(��� "�.'��8�����"��(�* (��� "��,, =���" ���"�(�
"����I.#*�(��
�



Haliburton Community Organic Farm  Page � 

�
�� ����������
 
�����=#"��"���$ "��"#�,�* (�$( �.!#�)�*  ��#'�-�#�)�"�(��"�����-%�'.-.(-���'$(�=,��&��! .6�(�
�',����#'�, '#�)�#"'��)(#!.,".(�,�,����*�'"�(�"������%=��(���,'��#��"���$( 6#�!�J�'#�!���53+8�"��(��
��'�-��������"�, ''�  *���K� *�����,���'������#',����- �'"'� ' /�� *�"���-�'"� ' #,�����/ '"�
"�/$�(�"��!,#/�"�'�#��������8�%�"� �,%���K� *� .(�*  ��#'�)( =����(����
�
����*  ��"��"�=��! �'./��#'�-�#�)� '�#$$���" �.'�*( /�#�!(��'#�),%�, �)�(��#'"��!�'��7��� �
, �)�(�D� =�=� �#'�)( =#�)� .(�*  �8�=��"�!��/#!�,'��(��-�#�)�.'��8� (�=��"���6#( �/��"�,�
��)(���"# ��#'� !!.((#�)����
�

��"#,� �� )���(�"# �� �) 8� � (� 6�� ��%� =�'� ���  �'#'�  *� -��!��
! ""�)�'� ���� '/�,,� *�(/'� ���� * (�'"'8� �� $( �.!"#6�� �/�(�,��
'.(( .����� -%� ��� �C.(��  !���� ���� ,�D�'�� ��/$�(�"��  !����
-(��C�'� ����*�("#,�� ' #,�$( 6#����$� $,��=#"�� / '"�  *� "��� *  ��
"��%� ������8����� "��(��=�'� �� ��!��"� ,#6#�)� " � -�� /���� -%� "���
/��%�� (� 6����%�*�/#,#�'�=� �)(�=���=#���6�(#�"%� *�*(.#"�����
6�)�"�-,�'�* (�"��#(���#)�- .('�����"���)( =#�)�.(-���!��"(�� *�
&#!" (#���
�
��� ����8� 6�(%� ,#"",��  *� "�#'� $�'" (�,� ,���'!�$�� (�/�#�'�� &#�=���
*( /� "��� �#(8� "��� / '"� '"(#D#�)�  $��� '$�!�� #�� "��� �(��� #'� "���
$�(D#�)�, "�����$,�%#�)�*#�,���"��,�(�/ �"���! ���(%��!�  ,������
*�=�*�(/'�����* (�'"'�(�/�#�#�)��(��"�(��"�����=#"����!( �!�#�)�
� .'#�)���6�, $/��"�� �����$(�''.(��" � '.-�#6#���#'�#((�'#'"#-,�J��
���6#,%� '$(�%��8� "�:� '.-'#�#C��� *  �� *( /� �( .��� "��� = (,�� #'�
�6�#,�-,���"�-�()�#��-�'�/��"�$(#!�'�#�� .(�'.$�(/�(D�"'���"�"���
'�/�� "#/�8� ����#!�� ,���� (�C ���� *( /� *�(/� " � '#�),�9*�/#,%�

� /�'�#'�= ("���'�/.!���'����"#/�'�/ (�� ��"���/�(D�"��
�
���,"�%�!#"#�'8��)(#!.,".(������=�"�('����$(�'�(6�"# ��!���! �:#'"������' ,."# �'�,#��#��-(#�)#�)�
$� $,��=#"���#**�(��"8�-."�(�,�"��8�! �!�(�'�" )�"��(8�����#/�)#�#�)�=��"� .(�(�)# ��=#,,�,  D�
,#D���0�%��('�*( /�� =���7���(��= (D#�)�" =�(�'�"�#'�-%�-(#�)#�)�" )�"��(���#)�- .('8� ()��#!�
*�(/�('8� ��.!�" ('8� $( *�''# ��,'� ����  "��(� #�"�(�'"��� #��#6#�.�,'� " � !(��"�� ��,#-.(" ��
� //.�#"%�	()��#!���(/��
�

��small-scale farming:  In 
2001, 35% of Vancouver 
Island farms were 10 
acres or less 

��urban farming: 
proximity to an urban 
centre, not size, is the 
best indicator of 
profitability on 
Vancouver Island  

��organic mixed fruit and 
vegetable production 
sold at the farm gate can 
earn $25,000 per acre 
while creating more jobs 
per acre than 
conventional farming 
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��sales of organic food in 
Canada are expected to 
grow 20% per year to 
$3.1 billion in 2005 

��organic retail sales on 
Vancouver Island last 
year were $30 million 

��The number of certified 
organic producers and 
processors in BC nearly 
tripled from 1992 to 
2001. 

��71 % of Canadians have 
purchased organic food 
at least once  - 40% (12 
million people) buy often 
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Appendix I 
Haliburton Community Organic Farm Society Board Member Biographies 

 
 
Diana Chown has been a supporter of organics for many years.  She now lives on a 
North Saanich farm that is part of the Linking Land and Future Farmers program.  
 
Tim Ewanchuk is an agri-food program manager with Lifecycles Project Society, a non-
profit organization dedicated to cultivating awareness and initiating action around food, 
health and urban sustainability in the Greater Victoria community.   He has been involved 
with LifeCycles and the local food movement in Victoria for the past 6 years and he has a 
passion for organic gardening and healthy communities.  Tim grew up in Alberta on a 
sustainable family farm which is still in operation today, and he keeps the heritage alive 
by growing tasty fruits and vegetables each year in his backyard garden in Saanich. 
 
Tina Fraser is a long-standing and active member of Vancouver Island's organic farming 
community, co-founding such organizations such as South Island Organic Producer’s 
Association, Moss Street Farmers Market, Linking Land and Future Farmers and it's tool 
lending library.  Tina has farmed for over 13 years on the Saanich Peninsula.  She has 
served three years on the Islands Organic Certification Board and teaches organic 
agriculture at Camosun College. 
 
Karen Hurley is an environmental planner, an ex-owner of an organic Restaurant and is 
currently completing her Doctorate in Environmental Studies. 
 
Catherine Jacobsen is a backyard gardener with a passion for local organic food. She 
has apprenticed with an organic farmer in Central Saanich, and been involved in 
community gardening projects in Vancouver and Victoria. Catherine will soon be starting 
her Master’s degree in Social and Community Planning at UBC but she plans to remain 
involved with the farm! 
 
Brenda Laliberte administrates a local organic food delivery program, and works with a 
local Environmental Consulting firm.  Brenda is on the board of the South Island Organic 
Producers Association and is passionate about local organic food issues. She also spent 
five years helping to establish an organic chicken farm. 
 
Gracie MacDonald teaches high school at Claremont Secondary School and was a 
founding member of the Land for Food Coalition, a group of women dedicated to 
preserving farm land on the lower island.  She is also a partner in an organic food 
business and is actively involved in social justice and environmental issues. 
 
Emily MacNair has been working on food security issues in Greater Victoria for several 
years.  Before moving to Victoria and beginning her work as a researcher and writer, 
Emily completed her Masters of Environmental Studies at York University.  Emily 
spends as much time as possible in her garden.  
 



 

Susan Sinkinson: Susan’s uncle used to own a farm on Haliburton Road, and picking 
strawberries for her Uncle Bob was one of her first jobs.  Susan feels that working to save 
the Haliburton property and turn it back into farmland is a great privilege.  
 
John Watts is a neighbour to the farm who claims to have become involved in the farm 
by accident.  He is also a consultant and an excellent gardener. 
 
Kevin Weir is a neighbour and an executive director for the Cordova Bay Residents 
Association.  Kevin was in many ways the individual who started the Haliburton Farm 
ball rolling with a vision was to preserve public land for the community and benefit for 
all.  Kevin is an Urban Geography grad from Ontario's York University and is currently 
doing my MBA through the U of Phoenix Online. 



 

Appendix II – Community Meeting Summary 
 
The First Community Meeting  
 
Approximately 40 neighbours and community members attended the open house and 
meeting.  The open house portion of the evening included photos, maps, coffee and 
snacks and much chatting between Board members and neighbours.  Following several 
brief presentation by members of the Board, community members had an opportunity to 
express their thoughts about the Farm.   
 
For the Board, hearing these thoughts was a vital step in the process of developing the 
Farm Plan.  At the end of the evening, twenty-one participants provided further feedback 
through surveys.  The results of these surveys express very positive feelings about the 
Haliburton Community Organic Farm.  Without exception, every respondent supported 
the Concept Plan for the Farm and the idea of having 2-3 farmers working the land over 
the long term.   
 
With only a couple of reservations, community members also support the idea of the 
Farm as an educational site and the idea of a public walking path on the property.  Many 
of those who completed surveys were also interested in attending educational workshops 
or volunteering at the Farm.  Concerns tended to focus on parking, traffic and security – 
all issues that the Board is equally concerned with and (as other sections of this plan 
reveal) is actively working to resolve.   



 

Survey Summary  
Below we have provided the survey questions and a tally of the responses (out of 21 
respondents) in each case.   
 

1. Do you support the Concept Plan for Haliburton Community Organic Farm? 
Yes 21   No 0 
 

2. Do you support the idea of having 2 or 3 organic farmers work on the land over 
the long term? 
Yes 20   No 0 (1 left blank) 
 

3. Do you like the idea of a Farm Manager who will provide information to 
interested members of the community and conduct an apprenticeship / mentorship 
training program? 
Yes 20   No 0 (1 left blank) 
 

4. Do you support the idea of using the house for occasional workshops and 
meetings? 
Yes 19   No 2 
 

5. Would you use the walking path that is proposed for the perimeter of the farm? 
Yes 19   No 1 (1 unsure) 

 
In addition, 17 participants were interested in taking workshops on a range of 
topics and 11 participants were interested in participating in farm start-up 
activities. 
 



 

Appendix III  - Traffic Management 
 
We recognize that increased traffic is one of key items that may affect local residents 
living on Haliburton Road and other adjoining roadways as a result of the start up of 
Haliburton Organic Farm.  We have discussed and reviewed the traffic issue at our Board 
meetings, directly with local residents and at public outreach events, and we will make 
every attempt to mitigate the amount of additional traffic which may occur as a result of 
the start-up and ongoing operation of the Farm.  We have therefore formulated some 
basic guidelines we will be following to help regulate traffic in accordance with the 
events and activities that will take place at the Farm during the course of the year. 
 

 
Haliburton Lane Parking - we expect to put approximately 6- 8 parking stalls 
adjoining the house on the south side.  These parking stalls will help to alleviate 
parking concerns for nearby residential areas, and will be adequate to handle the Farm 
traffic during most times of the year, with the exception of Community Events and 
Gardening Workshops as discussed below.  

 
Farmers – we envision that there will be a maximum of 3 organic farmers (and 
possibly one apprentice per farmer) farming the Haliburton land.  The farmers will be 
working the land generally from Mid-February to Mid-November between the 
working hours of 7:30am and 6pm. Farm work parties (approximately 6-10 people) 
may take place 1-2 times per month during the key planting months of April- June 
and the harvest months of August-October. 

 
Organic Gardening Workshops – we are planning to hold a maximum of 1-2 per 
month with approximately 13-15 people attending.  In order to help minimize traffic 
for these workshops we will be offering the workshops at times which make it easy to 
bus/bike to the event (i.e. the times will likely be on weekday evenings and/or 
Saturday corresponding with the local bus schedules and during the prime spring-
summer biking months).  

 
Educational School Tours – Supervised tours will likely take place weekdays during 
school hours 9:30am – 3: 00pm.  These educational tours will therefore take place 
during the lowest traffic times and should not place an additional burden on local 
traffic and parking.  We plan to host approximately 1-2 school groups per month 
maximum from March to June and from September to October, with a maximum of 
25-30 children/youth attending at one time.   

 
Market Stand - We have decided not to set up a regular year-long weekend produce 
stand at the Farm in consideration of the large potential volume of in/out traffic which 
would occur in the area during those weekend market days.  Instead, we have decided 
to market the produce by operating a weekly produce box program for local residents 
which will be likely delivered to their door to further alleviate traffic volumes. We 
may however decide to have 1 or 2  “special harvest markets” at the Farm in 



 

September or October to showcase and share the tasty organic produce with local 
residents, and also give everyone a chance to meet the farmers.   

 
Community Events – will be limited to 2 to 3 per year (such as a Spring Start-up 
Event and Fall Harvest Festival).  At these events it is estimated that there will be 
approximately 50-75 local residents, farmers and community supporters attending.  
We are planning to arrange for car pooling, busing, bike lock-up and park & ride 
options if necessary to help alleviate any traffic congestion which may occur during 
those specific times. 
 
Seasonal Nature of Farm Activities – The Farm will generally be most active 
during the key March to November farming months.  The December to February “off 
season” months will be relatively quiet with possibly a few workshops and planning 
meetings taking place.  Traffic volumes should therefore be at a minimum (almost 
unnoticeable) during the “off season”.  

 
Encourage Transport Alternatives (Including bus, bike and foot) – We are 
conscious of, and also concerned about, any increased automobile traffic on 
Haliburton Road as it will also affect the health and well being of the farm land, the 
farmers and the tasty organic vegetables/fruits we plan to produce.  We will continue 
to seek ways to reduce automobile traffic and its associated noise on Haliburton 
Road. We will always encourage bike, bus and foot transport and will offer 
information about these alternative transport methods in our newsletters and 
promotional literature.    
 

We would like all local residents to know that we will continually seek out ways to keep 
traffic at a minimum and ensure local residents are not burdened by the activities 
happening at the farm.  Instead, we hope that the residents will continue to work with us 
to help find solutions to ensure that we keep the Haliburton Organic Farm and the 
community residents happy and healthy for many years ahead! 

 


